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This article discusses conditions of the development of the nonprofit sector in Russia at the 
regional  level  on  example  of  the  Yaroslavl  Region.  Quantitative  and  qualitative  parameters  of 
development of the nonprofit sector are characterized in the article. The legal forms of NGOs and 
public associations registered in the Yaroslavl region are examined. The main problems that cause 
weakness and disunity of the third sector is identified. Authors show the results of tests of NGOs, 
which  are  initiated  by regulatory authorities.  The  article  discusses  how to  use opportunities  to 
cooperation provided by the federal and regional legislation to NGOs and governments, which may 
facilitate  the inclusion  of  citizens  in  decision-making at  all  levels  and formation of  active  and 
democratically-oriented people.
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